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U, S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION •' ,-:;, 

Washington 

SPRING FRESHET DRIVING OF LUMBER SEASONAL 
INDUSTRY EVERYWHERE: WAGE-HOUR 

PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION 

Spr ing f r e s h e t d r i v i n g of lumber, a l ready dec la red a branch of a seasonal 

i n d u s t r y i n c e r t a i n s t a t e s , i s seasona l everywhere and as such p a r t i a l l y exeirpt 

from t h e hours p r o v i s i o n s of t h e F a i r Labor Standards Aot, accord ing t o a p r e l i m -

inai*y de te rmina t ion announced today by the Y/age and Hour D iv i s i on , U. S . Depar t 

ment of Labor. (Federal R e g i s t e r March 19, 1940») Unless ob j ec t i ons are f i l e d 

w i t h i n f i f t e e n days the f inding v d l l be made f i n a l . I f t h e r e are o b j e c t i o n s , a 

p u b l i c hear ing w i l l be c a l l e d . 

P rev ious ly the Wage-Hour Admin i s t r a to r he ld t h a t spr ing f r e s h e t d r i v i n g of 

lumber Is seasonal i n Maine, New Hampshire, New York and Vermont, a f t e r a p u b l i c 

hear ing Apr i l 17 end 18, 1939, Subsequent ly , a f t e r proper a p p l i o a t i o n s and 

f i n d i n g s , t he exemption vras made app l i cab l e a l s o to Michigan, Minnesota and 

Vdscons in . Since then H» C. Ol iver of Helena, Arkansas , and o t h e r s , a p p l i e d t o 

t h e Admin is t ra to r for an ex tens ion of t h e exemption, c la iming t h a t sp r ing f r e s h e t 

d r i v i n g elsewhere i s s i m i l a r i n a l l m a t e r i a l a s p e c t s t o t h a t in the s t a t e s a l r e a d y 

s p e c i f i c a l l y named. The de te rmina t ion announced today i s t h a t a prima f a c i e case 

has been shown fo r g r a n t i n g t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . I t may be examined, t o g e t h e r vd th 

a r e p o r t of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i n Room 313, 939 D S t . , N. V/,, Washington, D. C. 

I f t h e prima f a c i e de te rmina t ion i s made f i n a l , employees in spr ing f r e s h e t 

d r i v i n g of lumber may vrork up t o twelve hours a day and f i f t y - s i x a week, w i t h 

out overtime payment, for an aggregate of four teen workweeks pe r y e a r . 
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